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PANELISTS 
 

 
Alex Riolexus Ario MD, Epidemiologist and Public Health Specialist Uganda  

                          
Dr. Alex Riolexus Ario is a Medical Doctor, Epidemiologist and Public Health 
Specialist with extensive knowledge in disease prevention and control, health 
policy, management 



 
Khozya D. Zyambo, MMed, MBChB, Cert M&E, Zambia Moh 
 
Dr. Khozya D. Zyambo is a National pediatric HIV mentor. He is the Co-lead 
HIV/TB tele-echo clinical mentor & facilitator with the Infectious Diseases Unit 

of the Zambia Ministry of Health. He has massive experience in disease 
outbreak management, coordination and response; use of primary health care 
approach in the delivery of health services to the marginalized & 



 
MODERATOR 

 
 

Maria Thacker Goethe, Executive Director, GGHA 

Maria Thacker-Goethe is the Executive Director of the Georgia Global Health 
Alliance. She has over 14 years of experience in non-profit management and 
development. In addition, Maria is CEO for the new Atlanta-based Center for 
Global Health Innovation formed from the merger of Georgia’s major global 
health and life science organizations. CGHI was established as an impartial, 
leading organizer of the global health, life sciences and health technology 
community which embraces cross-sector collaboration.  

 
Maria has a diverse background including environmental health, women’s health and health communications 
and marketing. She continues to serve as President and CEO for Georgia Bio, the state's life sciences trade 
association. 

 
Maria received her Master in Public Health in health education/communication, and maternal and child health 
from Tulane School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine, and her Bachelor of Arts in Environmental Studies 
from Sweet Briar College.  Maria is a board member of the CJD Foundation, SE Life Sciences Association, and KSU 
Research Foundation, and is vice chair for the Council of State Bioscience Associations. She has volunteered for 
10 years with the Junior League of Atlanta. 
 


